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FOR RELEASE: 21 September 1972
FROM:

Kika de la Garza
I~ASHINGTON,

D.C.--Reductions have been made in the cost of subsidized

flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program. South Texans already
participating in the program t11ll be able to renew their flood insurance at the
reduced rates, and of course those buying the insurance for the first time get the
advantage of new rates.
The Federal Insurance Administration infortllS me that the netl premiun
rates represent reductions up to almost 40 percent. For example, $10,000 worth of
flood insurance on a residential building, tfhich preViously tlould'have cost $40 a
year, is now aVailable for only $25 a year. Purpose of reducing the rates is to
encourage a wider purchase of insurance in flood prone areas.
Coverage is available at the federally subsidized rates in amounts up
to $17,500

I

for single-family residential structures and up to $30,000 for all

other eligible structures. Coverage of contents, which may be purchased separately,
is available at subsidized rstes in amounts up to $5,000 per unit. This coverage
may be purchased by the owner or occupant of an eligible structure.
Communities in the program and all communities newly applying for
flood insurance eligibility must have in effect land use and control measures to
reduce future flood damage. Otherwise, no flood insurance can be sold or renewed
in such communities.

Earlier this year the program was

expa~ded

t6 include almost all types

of structures. Now insurance in eligible communities can be obtained on all apartment
buildings ,agricultural , religious, and non-profit bUildings, and those

ot~ed

by

state or local government agencies. PreViously, Federal flood insurance was available
only on one to four family structures and small business establishments.

Presently participating in the flood insurance program in our
Congressional District are the unincorporated areas of Cameron, Kleberg and Starr
Counties, plus the following cities or towns: Brownsville, Harlingen, Kingsville,
Laguna Vista, Port Isabel and Three Rivers.
RURAL DEVELOPMENT--Congress has received an interesting report from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture on rural development activities during the 1972 fiscal
year, which ended June 30.

The report points out that employees of the Department and State
Cooperative Extension Services devoted 4.300 man-years to efforts to stimulate
progress in rural America from July 1. 1971. to June 30. 1972. compared to 3.200
~-years

in the previous fiscal year. Fifty-one new area or multi-county rural

~evelopment
~re

committees were formed. bringing the total in the country to 235.

than 100 new county committees were forming, pushing the national total to

This kind of report is encouraging to all who understand. as J:ertainly do in South Texas. the vital importance of a continually broadening
effort to take full advantage of the potential of Rural America.U.S.A.

***

SHRIMP STANDARDS-U.S. standardS for grades of frozen raw breaded shrimp
~ave

been amended UDderrproposed regulations announced by the Department of Commarca.

~rposes

of the _ndments are to extend the standard to cover an additional style

and sizes. to include en optional alternate method for determining shrimp material,
and to allow for compliance to be determined during processing.
Frozen raw breaded shrimp are defined as" whole. clean. wholesome,
headless, peeled shrimp which have been develned where applicable of the regular
co_rcial species. coated with a wholesome. suitable batter and/or breading."
The proposed amendments to the standards are thorough, to say the least. They cover
~re

than a page and a half of a recent issue of the Federal Register, the daily

government publication in which new rules and regulations are published.
The Commerce Department says the amendments will benefit both consumers and the processing industry--and that covers quite a large number of South
Texans--and the Department is still entertaining comments on the proposal until
24 September.
SEABEE MEMORIAL-Visitors*to*

*l~ashington always

marvel at the vast

llumer of IIOnuments. statues and historic structures to be found in the Nation's
.Capital. Another tfill be added under terms of a resolution passed by Congress and
sent to the White House for spproval. The resolution calls for the erection of a
mellOr1al~whe1LlllOn~y'

is provided. in honor and co_moration of the Seabees of the

U. S. Navy.
The Seabees are the fighting construction men of the Navy. Any honor
paid them is well deserved.

*~

+

Q!

~

-- Mobile homes, which are enjoying a great wave of popularity,

can be bought with GI loans.

The Veterans Administration tells me that it guarantees

loans to veterans up to $10,000 to buy a mobile home, or $17,500 if it includes the
land on which it is located.

Furthermore, the VA says a veteran who gets a GI loan

for this purpose will be eligible, after he pays it off, for a guaranteed mortgage
to buy a conventional home.

* * *
~

MERRY WINEMAKER -- Last Christmas, the family and Santa Claus gave

me a winemaking kit.

I started with some beautiful ruby red grapefruit." 1 could

just taste that great wine.

Alas, I should have eaten the fruit and forgotten the

wine, for something went wrong--but 1 won't give up, I'll try again.

* * *
VISITORS -- Visiting my office from home this past week were Mrs Flavia
E Orason of Brownsville and her sister, Mrs Inez C Unger of Washington, formerly
of BrownSVille; and Mr Dick Steeno of Harlingen.

* * *

